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Cy CASPAR WHITNEY.

miles separate Malpuroa on
upper Orinoco from Atures

lower Orinoco, nnd ovory
mile of It Is filled during tho wet

senson with fever, nnd always with in-

sect nnd scenic splendor. Sending up n
ronr nt either end which may bo heard

mile or more thu liver throughout Its
uioturosquo course plunges nnd whirls
td flntteiis.expiinds nnd contracts

to tlio character of the obstacle
impeding its progress. Occasionally nar
rowing to a couplo of hundred foot. It
lashes Into one long stretch of foam and
vapor ns it riots between rock lined shores;
ngnin It speed nlong between wood cov-
ered bnnks In comparative calm. In
some spots it presents an unbroken sur-
face, in others thickly placed rock islands
leave turbulent channels scarcely twenty
feet wide. Often on its banks a pnlm of
unusual height and beauty lifts itB feath-
ery topnbovn tho surrounding jungle, and
overy onco in a whllo conical "cerros"
(mounts) rise from fifty to two hundred
feet, now out of forot. ngnin out of
rock covered meadow, standing isolated
or in croups ns last monuments of thn
crossing sierras through which tho tu-

multuous river lias literally carved a
thoroughfare.

Ever in the background may bo seen
one of tho mountain spurs which the
Parlmas send oil' in several directions
under varying names from the centre of
that immetiM! region bounded on three of
its sides by the Orinoro, anil whence rise
tho Ventunrlo, the Caura nnd the Cnroni
rivers. Tho mountains close in on the
south entrance to this land pass, while at
the north gate at Atures a lone but lofty
ccrro rises out of the plain to tho west
It is n scene of rare charm, unique in
nature's offerings the world over. The
pity that ul.so It should be a notorious
pest hole! for hero tho nscrnding voyager
comes first to know a real plague of in-

sects. He makes painful acquaintance
with tho "rancudo," tho plant gnat

of the night, and with that vicious
daylight worker the little "jen-jen,- " a
venomous lly relative of tho llr.izlllan
pium. The "calenturn. " as the fever is
called, also add danger to discomfort;
whllo the withering humidity incubates
the poison deposited in susceptible veins.
Although no hotter during the day than
elsewhere on the road (the average of my
thermometer in February-Marc- h was
degrees to on degrees and in June, OS

degrees), the nights are excessively muggy
und, as on the river beyond Ksmeralda,
unrelieved by any brte.e. 15u of local
evils Knncudi A Co. are. to my thinking,
tho rr.osf formidable: you may the
fever, but the jen-je- n and its night shirt i

are inevitable. On these two injects rets I

nil odium for the distracting annoyances
which bf- - th" wayfarer on the portage.

As if their life's- - burden was not already
heavy to the crushing point, jaguars keep
tho poor, straggling Indians hereabout
in more than terror -- presumably
ono of Mother Nature's little ironies in
thus guarding with wild beasts, a it were,
a spot essentially so uninviting as to repel
residence. If there were cattle on th"
isthmus tho rather open and rock filled
savannas of the wK side might offer
halt for "el tigro" (jaguar), nnd givo just
cause for his bad nnm, which, us it is,
seems to me undeserved

Wc had wretched crosdngs going down I

three days of heavy rain, with intervals
of rancudo attack, which usually attains
to activity nothing short of (lendi-- h just
before mid just after a downpour, and
two of the crew rolled in their blankets
fever stricken during practically the en-
tire passagn. I,uckll7 wo had lesi por--
fnnlni. nl.trir eltpn .1... .... ;.. .I.tl.
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Onn hot nftcrnoon a few summers aco
a youiic man was walKlnc along n New
Jersey country ronii. In ono hand ho
carried a small valise. In the other a InrKo

such as travelling men use to carry
their samples. Midway- - between two
towns he was oveitakm by a farmer
ilrlvlne along In a uuckbourd.

"Goln' to townr nbked the farmer.
The young mnn said that ho was.
"Jump In nnd I'll give you a lift."
"Thank jou Just tho same," replied

the ynune man, smlllnir, "but I guess I'll
walk."

Tho farmer threw him a surprised look.
"Fln milo to town," salil he. "Must he
pretty heavy what you'ro carryln' there.
Better hop In,"
..',?'0' !flank you'" "alJ ,h0 J'"" man,

smlllnK. "It Isn't very heavy, andmuch obliged, but I guess I'll wulk,"
Thij farmer grunted and drove on.

home he nicaln encountered theyouns man, a milo from town. Ho drew

,"M,n'1 tellln' me, asked tho farmer,
rfv4.u u,hiu in mm mere, nag1
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'And would you also mlmi nir.'
why you'd ruther lun 'em oiound In the
,.' J.u" whcn J0U mlllt Just as wellride
"Why. no," nnswered tho mnnnnd his smile broadened a bit" rvewr. ked with these bags over a good partof tho htatr. You see, I'm golnif ton try for the footlmil team In tfco ?aH

nnJ "1 d"inK to "et hi condition."Tho farmer shouk, his head and toldtho horsn tn "Bldclan." If hn hurt ihnh..A h.l'n UBt.n.1 . V.
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CROSSING THE GREAT CATARACTS OF THE ORINOCO
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The Amazing Crocodile and Turtle Hosts Viewed by Caspar
Whitney on Interesting Trip Crocodiles Sometimes

Raid Indian Villages and Carry Off --Children
and Even Adults-Diffi- cult to Approach
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truslon. but once the holes aro filled theym.rajnuiu.uiu mine inn nils level wilu the tKaciiAmazonian turtle lays no eggs; and on in which it is dug.
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Worklns as life .v..
coast la popular

the bench sounding for tho covered eggs, i such nn encounter or lnnw r ..i. .
often destroying many, despite the tough beliiR No doubt in iS"
membr.mo casing. In their eagerness to water h full

comtwnloni It l. " "-- "mill Worstoutstrii) n explorer.
not the harvest, it used to be when the
catch was large enough to bring plenty
to practically all of tlm inhabitants on
tho river between Atures nnd Apure.
The same old story of greed with which
wo of tho North aro familiar, leaving no

J Iraiel, on th Kio Nevo,
jr t"H Kotic .

eggs to hatch, is nnswerable for the de-
pleted supply. Traffic in oil is still nn
item of local Importance, but as about
2,000 eggs nro required to produce a gal-
lon tho demand on both the supply and
native industry is too heavy to warrant
serious development in a commercial way.

Nor is man the only ono to exact toll of
the tortutra. The eggs whicli nro over-
looked by tho nntives aro sought with
Insistence nnd rising nppotlto by jag-
uars, crocodiles, herons anil various mem-
bers of tho rat family, the jaguar preying

upon tho turtle Itself, which li turns
on its back to helplessly awnit the pleasure
of this great ct's feeding.

Such eggs ns cscaiw intelligent search
and predatory prowlers hatch out little
turtles, which under cover of night
unaided dig out of their sand hole, nnd
unguided find their way to shallow water,
whero if tho bottom is rock strewn tliey
nre safe from all their enemies, even the
crocodiles. A striking illustration of

it seems to mo, for
it is, no doubt, becauso of nn inherited
struggle for existence thnt tho tortuga
invariably deposits its eggs and the
hatched appear in the protecting

Not so with tho crocodile it has no
to

its lruths'im- -
.

or
or to.

luat
and herd nmong over
flow pools lifo is more prosperous
nnd less liable to accident. Like
jaguar, the c'rocodilo of theso parts
has nothing to on land or in the
water unless Ixi one nnother. Tho
Indians used often to tell nm of fights
between these two in which the jaguar
was mostly the loser but I never saw

A
for college athletes. On the

boach nt Coney Island nny afternoon this
summer you may tlnd three blown youne

who lay nsldo their swImmliiB
suits for moleskins in tlx- - fall. In fact the
beashore tho attractive
of n place one inn "get
trim" and at tin; same timd thu
many pleasures of n leal Rummer lesort.
Last year tho of n 30 foot ynwl was
eompoied of five college players,
who started from New York (.killed
tho coast as far noith Maine, utuin-In- g

a few weeks l.itrr.
A of prominent college nthbtes

run summer camps for...... .JK.i . .. - '
oneh came "v '. """ "ss""nis ootn tutor th.

minds of their young ehaiges to nass the
entrance and train their
younff bodies to part In the sports

get in. many such
scattered through tho Adliondaeks andthe woods. They often engage In

contests with ono another and In
some cases the rivalry between two or
inreo oi mo camps is very

young man (not a footlmil
n runner)accepted doctrltio thnt an

Is made, i other
way th becomo n

ko every ran

distributed cliculars from tatlorlnc
the run.

n jaguar nnd ns tho latter am occaionlswimmers nnd usually range ,lr
'

romnats nre entirely
uble. I cannot, however, picture) a Jan,,.'
beaten on land by n crocodile, be it qv
so large.

ft is commonly Bald that crocodilevicious aggressive. First nnd hJ
in Malaya nnd South America. 1 havd
seen quite a lot of tlm brutes and hold th,contrary belief, with tho reservation thatthey nre quite liable, to nttnek if cando so unobserved. In other word t
consider tho crooodllo a coward thnt n.

assail you If your eyo is on him
hideous crcaturn will

nimut a settlement or at n speclrlo
from which it been driven. In my
own experience I havo known of its r.peatedly entering nt night tlio compoundor a small collection of huts on the Muay
coast to tcrrorlzo tho wretched pooplo
nnd finally to seize and partly enrry off asleeping younr; woman.

Afhero not efrecttinlly rentiUo.l I

nctually will and
wncrc a tidbit

such as dog or pi or chicken or chlM
Krowlng bolder with each unharmed a,)!
venture until it really reduces thn placo
to Often some llttlo
settlement is thus hold in subjection
until guns nre brought to the

knives nnd arrows ns a rule, tho
extent of nrmnment at the avurngo M-
alayan hut. At such n terrorized hamlot
where n baby hoy had been seized atplay in broad day near tho water whencs
it had strayed, I once spent a week of
bloody wnrfnro. killinc n baker1 nV,
of tho beasts-th- rro of thorn bajin

run people went for their water
Many a dog or small nic has hern

it lowered its hoad to drink nnd often
n child sent to tho wntcr holo unnccom-pnnle- d

or unaware of danger has been
in as it stoopod to tho ja- r-

ii.r inn wnier is n ravorito lurkln?ground of tho which has slni?lH
out a villago for toll, nnd even the men
nnd women need to bo on the lookout.

Tho crocodile hunts singly; I have
never heard of n whore they havo
invaded in company or of nn Inst..of seizure which moro than ono has
ucen concerned.

My opinion is that tho crocodile, which
preys upon a numlr of smallish, more
or to its eyes doglike junglo animali
such ns the several tiny deer in Milaya
nnd the many members of thn rat family
In South America, has its attention first
drawn these lnml u by cHgs.
and thus forays becom-.- acquiinte I
with tho chickens and tho humans. whlb
with pigs it already a jungle intitmcy.

the crocodile Is a forager which
whatever in its tnenL-;.,,- . rvn.i.

is unaware nnd not too Inrge; nn opinion,
so fnr n disposition is" concerned, Bhared
by no less eminent n zoologist thnn Ray-
mond l,. Ditmnra, curator of reptiles at
the New York Zoological Park, who says
that in captivity tho crocodiles become
so bold ns to nttnek tho careless or

keeper. In tho wilderness,
so fnr as my observation goes, what tlio
crocodile secures it takes away tn
nlone if it can or fights for a share if it.
must; noes not drag Ita victim to tho
water if it is not intorrunted
or if its quarry 1 consumed on thn
spot. Considering tho smallness of its
throat, thn theory .that It enjoys mostly
tho blood nnd fat account for Its

seeking anything bo Largo ns. for
Instance, tho capybnm. I havo it
rend on tho spot of Boizure n smnll
about tho sizo of tho
and I havo seen Boveral crocodiles fight

a dog ono of them
had dragged into tho from
tho Kink, whero It was Incautiously
drinking.

What I havo written here or the croco-dil- o

Tor human moat tho result
of far Fjiitern obBerv.ition. I have
never heard of similar exhibitions aim?any of tho road, or Indeed nnvpart
of South or OntrnI America or Mexico
or or West Indies whero I lnvn
Journeyed Yet the t itives evor wliero

need hunt seclusion or tho cover of j "nv" n firmly .vtabpshed nnd entirely
night to produce young. On the t '"wmtfd dread or tho b- -it

its cgRsaro deposited in several separate ''Ich, while cover nttackiny in the o i,
holes and at tho timo hatching tho r"rm' 1 havoovor heard, i? always li.ibl i
mother, in the brond light dav. re-- 1 Punr upon n helpless victim uneon- -

turns to help tho young out or tlm sand, 113 Pi'nco is wh,- in
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Cuba

iroconiio inrested rivers you should
never from tho hank dip up' water with-
out first exploring it with n long stick,
for to lio close to edge and thin catch
tho drinkinr; nniin-i- is a favorite gamo
of tho ugly thing; nor you ap-
proach writer holes without careful scru-
tiny cf tlie jungle Immediately surround
ing. Moreover, it hlpful to Is-a- r in
mind that crocodile belongs to tho

clan that ambush their quarry,
nnd you need never foar the one in sight
Tho ynms about crocodiles attacking
men in canoes and knocking them olf

stem with their tails Into tho water
for easier capture nre fully out of accord
with my experience nnd proliably may
lo elns''d with tho weird stories which
filter through town confined Government
ollltvrs and sea enpinins to tourisu
who spread them in , nuliotatitlal
forms.

tho pliyns of this roich of the
noco on two descents I kiw more croco- -
itues 1 thought tho ontlro river held,
yet thoy were aurprisinglv dim cult of
near approach. Timo and again after
a stall: to whom 1 h id vi.v.vn I
n troop sunning I came within earner i
range only to sen thorn sliding into tin
water, and although I shot many I never
succeeded in being near enough a
photograph when thorn was a fair light.
I do not regard tho killing of them
8iort. My shooting was for tho purpose
of securing ilata on their length, and
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I Ho'a.so 'Jfu m . .ennlce". lenV'S.V f'' 1 "w' W,"ch Uld haV0
But to theoo.ball player himself hi. Job of Imtft Oneameiof what seriousness and pJrsUteneo"'" of fifteen feet ns ho lay apart

Joefn't pnm with nwM- - m, fn , v, ..i.k.-- i :.J w. h " ror8e WU to ileeldp tt. nnJ. hh t iomt mpH do. from rnmtvin hn tlm iw Int n nnt
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band shoal. I felt so suro of securing
his photograph that 1 hit my rlllo in the
canoo when from the bank on the down
stream side I began a cautious approach,
hidden by the slant of tho playa; bur

to and from his lecltatlons. ho ran in when after arriving near tho end 1 cmwlnl
meals (wisely he refrained from runninsHn tho cival witli camera ready no crow-mH- t

s,.?n?kn, m.;'1Ty n,,?ln- - '"' w,s B'K''t, I Bometlmoj
aftw "c! If theynew.paper on the run to tho 1001ns of a WHP;'
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that for all his sluggishness a crocodile
can move quickly if need b.


